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Welcome to our Spring 2018 
programme – and we’re thrilled to be 

back to present another vibrant season 
of exceptional arts events across our 

glorious county. 

Villages in Action (ViA) is the rural touring 
scheme that brings top quality professional 
arts events to communities across Devon.  
We work with local volunteer promoters to 
select and present an exciting programme of 
events for performance right in the heart of 
our communities.  

You will find a host of events listed in this 
programme, taking place in 33 of our most rural 
Devon communities.  There are lots of fantastic 
shows to choose from – including dance, 

theatre, comedy, music and puppetry.  There is 
something for everyone and everybody is made 
welcome both from the village and far beyond.  
Events DO sell out, so please put those dates 
in your diary and book your tickets now.  This 
also assists volunteer promoters in planning 
their event and assessing audience size! 

Ticket Information 
Tickets can be booked by calling the contact 
number given in each event listing in this 
brochure; this information is also listed on our 
website www.villagesinaction.co.uk.  Please 
book early to ensure your places. Ticket prices 
vary according to the type of event, but will 
usually be between £8 and £12 for adults and 
between £6 and £9 for children (concessions 
and family tickets sometimes available – 
please check when booking).  If you have any 
particular requirements of access or parking 
or similar, please mention these when you call 
- most matters can be accommodated with 
some prior notice.  We do try to ensure that 
the information contained in this brochure is 
accurate, but sometimes changes are made 
after going to press, so please check details 
with the venue well in advance of the event or 
check for news on-line.

  ViA – An Update:
Villages in Action went through a major 
change in 2017, when in March we had to 
suspend our rural touring activity and make 
redundancies due to cuts in public funding.

Our rural touring colleagues in Cornwall at 
Carn to Cove stepped in to help us to arrange 
this Spring season in order to make certain 
that our volunteer network was maintained 
and a great offer was made to villages and 
performers in rural Devon, underpinned by 
support from Teignbridge, East Devon and 
West Devon District Councils.  Also, in the 
spirit of co-operation, for this season there are 
additional events (shown as ‘independent’) 
where regular performers on the scheme have 
been included in the programme.

And we now have even more good news…
Carn to Cove has recently been successful 
in a bid for Arts Council England funding 
to further support Villages in Action.  The 

Cover photo: Dance Leviathan – James Wilton
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‘Locomotor’ project will give ViA breathing 
space until mid-2020 to develop, with existing 
and new partners, a sustainable model to 
present Great Art For Everyone in rural Devon.  
So if your village, parish or community has 
been involved in the past or you would like to 
be involved in presenting events and working 
together in 2018, please get in touch with 
Tim Smithies and Claire Marshall at tim@
carntocove.org.uk or phone 01209 312500.

The ViA Unearth Project 
Year one of the ViA Unearth project (supported 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund) has now 
concluded in the Devon communities of 
Whimple, Starcross, Rattery and Cheriton 
Fitzpaine.

Volunteers in each village undertook research 
into their local history, ‘unearthing’ fascinating 
stories of old customs, characters, events, 
and significant happenings. The performance 

team of playwright Lucy Bell, actors Charlie 
Coldfield and Kirsty Cox, visual artists Peter 
Margerum and Kate Green, plus folk musician 
Jim Causley, then took these stories and 
wove them into four fabulous and unique 
performances in each community.

Each show was a rich mixture of stories, 
images, songs, sound recordings and artwork 
all relating to the intriguing local tales.  Lots 
of local people, including school children, 
became involved in the process to create the 
performance, joining in with photo scanning, 
the recording of oral history and shadow 
and silhouette making workshops. Audience 
numbers surpassed our expectations and 
all who came along thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening and were able to reminisce as well as 
learn new things about where they live.  

Kate is now beginning work with the next four 
rural communities who will work towards their 
own Unearth performance in the Summer 
of 2018. The participating communities are 
Brentor, Chagford, Buckfastleigh and Crediton. 
We anticipate exciting tales to emerge and we 
will keep you up to date with when the shows 
will be happening. Watch this space!

“Unearth was such a rewarding project! 
The research process was fascinating and 
the performance, enjoyed by over 90 inter-
generational villagers and friends, was a 
delightful mixture of drama, art, song and 
music, delivered with great style, humour and 
pathos. Thank you ViA - a unique and truly 
memorable experience.”

A Big Thank You! 
Rural touring couldn’t work without our local 
volunteers. We are delighted to work in 
partnership with them, developing a rich menu 
of live entertainment for all
on your doorstep.  And finally a big thank you 
to those stalwart funding partners Arts Council 
of England, East Devon, West Devon and 
Teignbridge District councils who ‘prime the 
pump’ for the engine that is Villages in Action 
and Locomotor’s amazing performances! 
   
Villages in Action and Carn to Cove are 
charities, we work together to enliven our 
villages with laughter, tears and drama.  We 
believe that collectively people can work 
effectively to enrich life with the arts.  If you 
share these values and want to help there are 
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CRYSTAL ZILLWOOD
Spirals/House of Strays 

Spirals is a triple bill of 
dance solos looking at 
how we sleep and the 
dance inherent in our 
sleepy selves - starting by 
celebrating the everyday 
with ‘These Hands’, using 
the voices of those that 
work on a dairy farm in 
Devon, and ending with 
‘Evolutio’, a piece which 
looks at how we came 

to be and where we possibly might be heading as a species. Then 
a short interval after which we head into a performance of House 
Of Strays with ‘Everything in Between’.  Using dance, text and live 
music, Everything in Between is an investigation into existence 
and the nature of ‘a lifetime’; the rules we make for ourselves as 
individuals and as a society and how each generation bestows 
fictions to those coming next.   
www.crystalzillwood.com

AWLISCOMBE VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 7TH APRIL 7.00PM
01404 45145 7SF

TALATON PARISH HALL 
FRI 13TH APRIL 7 FOR 7.30PM
07979 876211 7SFE

7 Accessible Parking
S Wheelchair Accessible

F Accessible WC

E Hearing Loop

a number of ways you can do so:

l  Be an audience member and invite your friends, family and  
 neighbours to attend.

l  Become a promoter for your community - join or set-up a  
 group of like-minded people and call 01209 312500.

l  Volunteer with your local village promoter to assist in hosting  
 performers, organising and presenting events, etc.

l  Talk to your local county, district and parish councillors about  
 how much you value the work of Villages in Action in   
 your community. 

l  Follow us on Facebook @villagesinactiond   
 or Twitter @@VillagesIAction

l  Make a Gift Aid donation – for further details please   
 contact 01209 312500. 

l  Sign up for our newsletter at www.villagesinaction.co.uk 

key to the Access symbols
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STICKLEPATH VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 17TH FEB 6.45 FOR 7.30PM
07854 062407 SF

LITTLE SOLDIER PRODUCTIONS  
Journey to the Impossible 
Following the 
critically-acclaimed 
‘The Ingenious 
Gentleman Don 
Quixote of La 
Mancha’ (The Stage 
Award), ‘Journey To 
The Impossible’ is 
Little Soldier’s latest rambunctious adventure for all the family, a three 
hander inspired by Jules Verne’s novels and eighties classic sci-fi 
films. Written by poet and our very own ViA patron, Matt Harvey, and 
designed by Sophia Clist, the show is adaptable from studio venues 
to smaller spaces. 

Led by award-winning performers Patricia Rodriguez & Mercè 
Ribot, Little Soldier uses physical theatre and improvisation to make 
work that is entertaining, emotionally rich and slyly humorous. Their 
critically-acclaimed work has toured across the UK and internationally 
(US, Mexico, Spain, and Poland). The show is fast paced, quick 
witted and universally comic; funny and engaging with some audience 
interaction, Sci-fi and live music. The production recently had a highly-
acclaimed run at The Bike Shed Theatre in Exeter.
www.littlesoldierproductions.co.uk

PANTA REI DANSETEATER
Promise of Departure 
This is a unique event – the only opportunity to see Panta Rei 
perform in Devon this Spring! Having been privileged to host this 
supremely talented international dance company before, we know 
that their incredible talent, accessible theatrical style and ability to 
create an intimate dance experience for the audience will ensure an 
unforgettable evening!

Promise of 
Departure looks at 
how vulnerability and 
strength come to play 
in the relationships 
we have, and the 
struggles we are 
forced to overcome. It 
explores the promise 
of connection and the 
departure from our 
comfort zone, and challenges the dancers to share personal stories 
and push their physicality over and over again.  
“Strong, physical, fast, beautiful, precise storytelling, thought-provoking and very 
beautiful.” Camilla Eklöf, artistic director and choreographer
www.pantareidanseteater.com

RATTERY VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 12TH MAY  7.30PM
01364 643741 7SFE
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ANGEL HEART THEATRE
Snow White – The Return of the Little Things 
Far, far away there lies 
a curiously mechanical 
kingdom in which 
everything ticks but 
nothing laughs. It is 
ruled by The Queen 
Who Never Smiles   
and she is determined 
to control everyone  
and everything, even 
Time itself. 

Snow White knows what  it is like to live in such an unhappy 
land, and our tale begins when she must flee for her life to escape 
the Queen’s terrible jealousy. 

Seeking refuge in the mysterious Wild Wood, Snow White 
discovers she is not the only one who refuses to live in a world 
without laughter. Under the trees, little steps are being taken to bring 
about big changes.
www.angelhearttheatre.com

THE KENN CENTRE 
SUN 4TH FEB 3.00PM
01392 833583 7SFE
CREDITON ARTS CENTRE (INDEP)
SAT 24TH FEB 3.00PM
01363 773260 7SF

LAPFORD VICTORY HALL (INDEP)
SAT 24TH MARCH 6.30PM
07512 139778 7SF
LUSTLEIGH VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 7TH APRIL 3.00PM
01647 277498 7SFE

JAMES WILTON DANCE
Leviathan
LEVIATHAN is the critically 
acclaimed work by award 
winning Cornish choreographer 
James Wilton. LEVIATHAN 
follows Ahab, a ship captain 
hell-bent on capturing the white 
whale: Moby Dick, a beast as 
vast and dangerous as the sea, 
yet serene and beautiful beyond 
all imagining. Ahab’s crew 
are drawn into the unhinged 
charisma of their captain, blindly 
following him on his perilous 
adventure towards almost 
certain destruction.

Multi-award winning choreographer James Wilton re-imagines 
Herman Melville’s seminal novel, Moby Dick. Featuring a cast of 6, 
Wilton’s trademark blend of athletic dance, martial arts, capoeira and 
partner-work, LEVIATHAN will have you on the edge of your seat. It 
will leave you gasping for air under the sheer ferocity of movement, 
all accompanied by a powerful electro-rock soundtrack by Lunatic 
Soul. LEVIATHAN is man versus nature; be careful what you fish for. 
www.jameswiltondance.org.uk

BEEHIVE, HONITON 
THURS 26TH APRIL 7.30PM
01404 384050 7SF

CHERITON FITZPAINE PARISH HALL
SUN 29TH APRIL  6.00 FOR 6.30PM 
01363 866279 7SFE
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LILY NEILL
Celtic Harpist
Put aside everything you ever thought you knew about the harp and 
open your ears to the wealth of sound that two hands and thirty 
strings can conjure!

Lily Neill has performed 
for everyone from presidents, 
ambassadors, and luminaries 
in the world of music to young 
music students and listeners who 
never dreamed they’d ever see a 
harp - let alone hear one create a 
magnificently vivid soundscape! 

As a child, Lily performed 
for the likes of US President Bill 
Clinton and alongside Irish super-
group, “The Chieftains”.  Lily plays 
her own original compositions 
and a dynamic mixture of Irish 
jigs and reels, Lithuanian dances, 

Finnish tangos and American Ragtime and has regularly enthralled 
audiences around the world. 
“One of  the most challenging and provocative musicians of  her time - Lily Neill’s 
daredevil approach works wonders.” Irish Music Magazine
www.lilyneill.com

SCARY LITTLE GIRLS
The Full Bronte

This affectionate tribute proudly reclaims the Brontes for the South 
West and homages Charlotte, Emily and Anne through storytelling, 
music, audience games and sketches - all brought to you by hosts 
Monika (glamour puss, academic, thespian) and her assistant 
Brannie (dogsbody, ensemble cast, backstage crew). 

The two create wuthering delights in a show that is the anarchic 
love child of French and Saunders and Hinge and Bracket. Perfect 
for literature aficionados and fans of theatre and comedy alike - and 
of course every devoted Brontephile! 
www.scarylittlegirls.co.uk

SHELDON VILLAGE HALL (INDEP)
FRI 9TH MARCH 7 FOR 7.30PM
07999 538408 7F

COMBEINTEIGNHEAD   
VILLAGE HALL 
SUN 15TH APRIL 7.30PM
01626 872266 SF

Photo © Steve Parke



8

OPERA DUDES
Licenced to Thrill
Il Divo meets Morecambe and Wise! They’re a little bit classical, 
they’re a little bit rock n’ roll. They’re also very funny, a little bit silly 
and a whole lot entertaining. No ordinary operatic duo, the powerful 
tenors Tim Lole and Neil Allen rip up the rule book with a bravura act 
encompassing classical Verdi, Elvis Presley, Lloyd Webber, Chopin…
and Frank Spencer. 

One moment they’re 
moving members of the 
audience to tears by the 
emotion of an intense 
operatic aria – the next 
they’re making them 
cry with laughter at their 
slapstick humour and 
comedy impressions. 
Outrageously brilliant, this 
unique double act’s ‘operatic cabaret’ lifts the evening and makes 
it truly special, a fantastic blend of opera, swing and show songs, 
sensational voices, superb witticisms and good clean ‘Carry On’ fun.  
A gem of entertainment! 
‘They’re funny, they swing and boy can they sing.’ Buzz Magazine
www.operadudes.com

CLYST HYDON VILLAGE HALL 
(INDEP) 
FRI 13TH APRIL 7.30PM
01884 277819 SFE

CLAYHIDON (INDEP) 
SAT 14TH APRIL 7.30PM
01823 681047 7SF

CLYST HYDON VILLAGE HALL 
(INDEP) 
SAT 19TH MAY  7.30PM
01884 277819 SFE

  MAMBO JAMBO
  Acoustic Roots

This friendly and talented Acoustic Roots duo will take you on an 
exciting and joyous musical journey, bringing together sounds from 
world, roots, folk and jazz, plus their own compositions. They can 
happily transport listeners on a musical tour around many of the 
world’s musical hotspots with a repertoire that draws in a wide 
range of styles that might include Bluegrass, Latin & Caribbean New 
Orleans, Balkan and more. Blending all these influences, they create 
an upbeat rhythmic and rootsy sound all of their own - uniquely 
diverse as well as hugely enjoyable. 

Frankie plays sax, vocals, clarinet, flute, guitar and percussion and 
Pete’s on guitar, vocal, banjo, ukulele, tres (traditional Cuban guitar) 
accordion and suitcase. To describe their music as ‘feel-good’ is an 
understatement – it’s the sort of music that will send you home with a 
smile on your face and a spring in your step at the end of the night!
“Musical sunshine from a multi-talented and multi-instrumental duo. If  they cannot 
put a smile on your face and set your feet tapping you may be beyond therapy.” 
Junction Inn, Leeds Gig Guide
www.mambojambo.co.uk
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CLAUDE BOURBON
Acoustic Guitar
Ready for a unique and talented take on a wide range of musical 
traditions? Claude Bourbon is known throughout Europe and 
America for amazing guitar performances that take blues, Spanish, 
Middle Eastern, and Russian stylings into uncharted territories. Each 
year Bourbon plays more than 100 shows around the world.

Claude has played countless venues, including Glastonbury 
Festival, Isle of Wight Festival, Colne Great British & Blues Festival, 
Rock O’Z Arene, Avenches, Switzerland, among others. He has 
shared the stage in Europe and the USA with countless musicians, 
Calvin Russel, Charlie Morgan (Elton John, Gary Moore), Jan 
Akkerman (Focus), Steve Grossman (Miles Davis), Herbie Armstrong 
(Van Morisson), Jose barrense Dias and many more.

Now based in the UK, some of this 
guitarist’s influences allow us a fascinating 
insight into this remarkable musician; Paco De 
Lucia: Deep Purple’s Richie Blackmore; Joaquin 
Rodrigo; JJ Cale; JS Bach....

One reviewer even noted that although 
“Claude’s roots were in blues, that is like saying 
Leonardo da Vinci was a painter”. Intrigued? 
Experience an evening of exploration in the 
unique ambiance of the Thumb!
www.claudebourbon.org

ALISON NEIL
The Fossil Lady of Lyme
IMAGINE: the world is only 6000 years 
old, and everything was created in 
six days…This was the England into 
which Mary Anning was born – just two 
hundred years ago.

Then came the pioneering work of geologists, studying rocks 
and fossils. The accepted truths about the world were blown apart; 
it became clear that there had been a vast prehistoric age, with 
unimaginable monsters roaming the earth and swimming in the seas.

Mary Anning played a key part in these extraordinary times. She 
discovered the first complete fossil of a prehistoric reptile in Great 
Britain – at the age of twelve. Throughout her life, she continued to 
make ground-breaking and spectacular discoveries.

In this hugely entertaining one-woman play presented by Alison 
Neil, Mary Anning tells her fascinating story, and that of “the fine 
clever men of science” who took most of the credit for her work. The 
tale of her life, her friendships, her struggle to make her mark (and 
put food on the table) is both amusing and moving.
And…by the end of the show, you will surely know the difference 
between an ichthyosaur and a plesiosaur!
“Research meticulous, writing compelling, spot on, acting marvellous” Tenby Observer 
www.alisonneil.co.uk

TALATON PARISH HALL (INDEP)
SAT 17TH MARCH 7.00PM
07979 876211 SFE

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL (INDEP) 
SUN 18TH MARCH 7.30PM
01548 810373 7SF

TALATON PARISH HALL (INDEP)
SAT 24TH FEB 7.00 FOR 7.30PM
01404 833084 SFE



10

PHIL BEER
Acoustic Roots
Phil is one of the most popular 
ambassadors for acoustic roots music. A 
dazzling instrumentalist, he is perhaps best 
known as a top- flight fiddler and plays in 
the all-star line-up, Feast of Fiddles. But his 
skills don’t stop there - he also plays slide, Spanish and tenor guitar, 
mandocello, viola, mandolin and South American cuatro, not to mention 
contributing rich vocals.

Born in Exminster, Devon, he started to play fiddle, guitar and 
mandolin while still at school in Teignmouth and habitually credits Davey 
Graham’s Folk, Blues & Beyond as his inspiration for acoustic music.

He played his first gig at 14 and started working as a duo with 
Paul Downes in 1974. He was then in the Arizona Smoke Revue and 
a key member of Johnny Coppin’s band. His impressive track record 
also includes touring with Mike Oldfield and being a member of the 
feted Albion Band from 1984-1991. Show of Hands became a full-
time partnership in the early 90s, a band that has gone on to sell out 
the Royal Albert Hall three times and who were voted Best Live Act, 
by the public, at the 2004 Folk Awards.

Phil, who also has his own Phil Beer Band, famously guested on the 
Rolling Stones Steel Wheels album and Steve Harley’s Poetic Justice.
www.philbeer.co.uk

BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA
World Music

“The finest purveyors of  Balkan 
music this side of  a Lada scrap 
heap”
Don’t be fooled, the 
Budapest Cafe Orchestra 
isn’t really an orchestra 
and isn’t from Budapest 
- just four spectacularly 
talented and entertaining 
musicians, who between 

them have accompanied such legends as Cleo Lane, Johnny 
Dankworth, Nigel Kennedy and Luciano Pavarotti.

The amazing foursome, led by jazz violin superstar Christian 
Garrick, play Balkan, Jewish and Russian traditional gypsy and  
folk music.  

If ever there was a reason to venture out on a Spring evening, 
it’s provided by the Budapest Cafe Orchestra. So if you’ve been in 
hiding over the winter and you feel it’s now time to emerge, then this 
could be the night to do so! 

Prepare to be energised, and thoroughly entertained!
www.budapestcafeorchestra.co.uk

STARCROSS, ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
(INDEP) 
FRI 2ND FEB 7.00PM
01626 890957 7S

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 
(INDEP) 
THURS 22ND MARCH 7.30PM
01392 256563 7SFE

LYMPSTONE VILLAGE HALL 
(INDEP) 
SUN 29TH APRIL  7.00 FOR 7.30PM 
01395 272243 7SF
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ADAM BULLEY AND CHAS MACKENZIE 
(FORMERLY WINGIN’ IT)
Guitar Duo
Adam Bulley & 
Chas Mackenzie 
deliver a fiery, 
energy fuelled array 
of acoustic music 
styles. Weaving 
effortlessly between 
Bluegrass, Gypsy 
Jazz, Folk and Pop, 
their performances 
are sure to capture 
the imagination.  

Having won a coveted “Danny Kyle” Award at Celtic Connections, 
the duo have gone on to dazzle audiences ever since. Recently they 
were commissioned to write 10 minutes of new music to celebrate the 
life of the renowned piper Gordon Duncan, which was then performed 
to a sold out Perth Concert Hall.   

Propelling the acoustic guitars and mandolin to new levels of 
expression and excitement, their live show is at once an informal, life 
affirming and memorable musical experience.
www.adambulleychasmackenzie.com

SHEEPSTOR VILLAGE HALL 
FRI 6TH APRIL 7.30PM
01822 853186 7SF

CIRCUS BERZERKUS     
Komedy of Errors   
Starring GERALD the gentleman juggler – Precise, short tempered 
and vain. WALLACE the circus trainee – Inexperienced, irreverent 
and child like.

From curtain up there is trouble. When Gerald’s juggling partner 
walks out on him, 
he asks the agency 
to find a suitable 
replacement. Enter 
Wallace – cue 
chaos. With Wallace 
around, Gerald will 
need all his years 
of show business 
experience to keep 
the show on track.  

Komedy of Errors is packed with chaotic clowning, dazzling 
juggling, unique unicycling, mindboggling magic and audience 
participation, with a hint of danger. Suitable for ALL the family.
Workshop at 2.30pm - please ring for details.
www.circusberzercus.co.uk/

YEOFORD (INDEP) 
SAT 24 FEB  6.00PM
01363 84501 7SF
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THE DEVIL’S VIOLIN 
Stolen
A father is sick. 
A young woman 
disappears. A man 
has been turned to 
glass. The solutions 
to these problems 
can only be found 
in The Land of No 
Return. The heroes 
set off - but don’t 
come back.  So the 
coward has a go! The Devil’s Violin return with an enchanting blend of 
words and music. Brimming with dreamlike images that will haunt you 
long after the performance ends, The Devil’s Violin will take you on an 
epic journey to the end of the world - and into the next one!

If you have ever felt afraid or overwhelmed by the task before 
you, STOLEN is the show for you! A tale for our times.... The 
essence of all cinema, theatre and literature is a gripping tale well 
told. Using live music and the spoken word, The Devil’s Violin return 
us to that essence.
www.thedevilsviolin.co.uk/show/stolen

DLM – DAVIS LINDLEY MULLAN
Folk Music
DLM are a 3 piece acoustic trio based in the West Country. Andrew 
Cresswell Davis has honed his superb song writing skills over many 
years, and DLM are a vehicle for some of the finest songs Andy has 
ever written. Fans of Stackridge and The Korgis will be delighted that 
Andrew is back on the road with this fabulous semi-acoustic trio! 

Andrew is accompanied 
by Clare Lindley and Brian 
Mullan and between them 
they play a variety of 
instruments – guitar, violin, 
cello and ukulele and more. 
With the addition of three 
fine voices, they create 
rich textures and intimate 
moods, which breathe life into songs of love, loss and squirrels!

A typical DLM set list will contain beautifully imagined original 
material, some traditional music from Britain and Ireland and a few 
carefully chosen covers by such luminaries as Steve Earle, Guy Clark, 
Bob Dylan, Lennon and McCartney, Bessie Smith, Blue Nile and 
Robbie Burns.  
www.dlm3.co.uk

SHELDON VILLAGE HALL 
THURS 8TH FEB 7 FOR 7.30PM
07999 538 408 7F

COLYFORD MEMORIAL HALL 
SAT 10TH FEB 7.30PM
01297 553710 7SFE

BUCKLAND-IN-THE-MOOR 
COMMUNITY HALL 
SAT 21 APRIL  7.30PM
01364 653525 7SF
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THE NEIL MAYA QUARTET
The Brubeck Project
Let this superb Devon based quartet, made up of some of the South 
West’s finest musicians, immerse you in the cool sounds of one 
of the world’s greatest jazz bands ever to exist, the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet. Playing such classics as Blue Rondo A la Turk, Unsquare 
Dance and of course Take Five, the band will take you back to 1959, 
a golden year for jazz. In the second half, the band will also play 
some of its own well-loved compositions and other standards to 
thrill and excite. 

Neil Maya on saxophones has played many gigs for Villages in 
Action and other rural touring schemes and delivers high quality, 
accessible music for all ages to enjoy – and all with an air of light 
joviality and frivolity. Matt Carter on piano is a rising star - at just 
twenty-one, his dexterity and musicality is already truly astounding 
and he is destined to become a big name on the British jazz scene.

 
‘Great evening! What a tribute to the Brubeck legacy. This band do some of  the best 
jazz in the South West!’ The Barrel House Ballroom, Totnes

“Just wanted to say a big thank you for such a great evening. So many people came up to 
us and said how much they had enjoyed it. We have never had such a full house!” 
Mary Tavy Village Hall 2017  

www.neilmayaquartet.co.uk

CLAYHIDON PARISH HALL 
FRI 26TH JAN 7.30PM
01823 681047 7SF
SHUTE, ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
FRI 9TH FEB 7.00PM
01404 831675 SF

MARY TAVY CORONATION HALL 
(INDEP) 
WEDS 28TH FEB 7.30PM
01822 810408 7SF
BUCKLAND-IN-THE-MOOR (INDEP)

SUN 4TH MARCH 7.00PM 
01364 653525 7SF
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THEATRE ALIBI
The Boy Who Climbed into the Moon
A magical tale of big ideas and sky-high courage. Some pretty odd 
ideas are floating around Paul’s street. There’s Mabel, whose brother 
hides under a brown paper bag. And Clarence the poodle who thinks 
he can fly. But Paul has the oddest idea of all. He thinks that the moon 
is a big hole in the sky and he’s going to climb into it... 

Anything’s possible in this warm and very funny story by David 
Almond, award-winning writer of Skellig and My Dad’s A Birdman.
Theatre Alibi’s production features original live music and puppetry.
‘Completely delightful, engaging, clever and witty.’ Audience member (and parent)
www.theatrealibi.co.uk

CLIVE CARROLL
A Thousand Years of Music
Born into a family of musicians in 1975, Clive has been immersed in 
an eclectic range of music ever since. He gained a 1st Class Honours 
Degree in Composition & Guitar from Trinity College in 1998 and has 
toured extensively throughout Europe, the USA and Australia with 
legends John Renbourn and Tommy Emmanuel. 

In 1999, Clive was given his first record deal and since then his 
three solo albums have established him as one of the top virtuosi of 
today, prompting Acoustic magazine to declare him ‘Probably the 
Best and Most Original Young Acoustic Guitar Player and Composer 
in Britain’. 

A Thousand Years of Music is a 
show that demonstrates the versatility 
of the guitar to its fullest extent. For 
the last decade, audiences all over the 
world have been kept in a constant 
state of awe and amazement at his 
virtuosity and skill. With his breath-taking mastery of techniques and 
antecedents from Benjamin Britten to Nick Drake and from Renbourn 
through Gordon Giltrap to Pat Metheny, join this stunningly versatile 
guitarist on a joyful fairground ride of instrumental styles spanning the 
fields of traditional, classical and jazz with inspirations running from 
newgrass and fusion jazz to Irish stylings. 
www.clivecarroll.co.uk

AXMINSTER, GUILDHALL 
FRI 13TH APRIL 3.00PM
07930 800225 SFE

SOUTH ZEAL VICTORY HALL 
SAT 14TH APRIL 3.00PM
01837 840829 SF

CHERITON FITZPAINE ST 
MATTHEW’S CHURCH (INDEP) 
SAT 2ND JUNE 6.45 FOR 7.30PM
01363 866082 7SFE
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MIRACLE THEATRE
The Cherry Orchard
Treat yourself to miraculous night of theatre under the stars  
this summer!

Cornwall’s award 
winning Miracle 
Theatre has developed 
a strong reputation 
for producing a 
varied, high quality 
programme which 
includes dynamic 
adaptations of classical 
works. 

Now Miracle sets 
Chekhov’s classic 
comedy ablaze, 
skillfully treading the 

tightrope between tears and laughter with the story of a family facing 
ruin, as society teeters on the brink of cataclysmic change…
www.miracletheatre.co.uk

MELANGE
A Mediterranean Journey
Melange seamlessly blend music from North Africa, the Middle East 
and Mediterranean, incorporating both traditional and original material 
into a dynamic and lively on-stage show.  Formed by cellist Shirley 
Smart, after 10 years in Jerusalem studying and playing the music of 
the region, Melange is a true reflection of modern cosmopolitanism, 
comprising musicians from Greece, Spain, Morocco, Iraq, Italy and 
the UK. Recent performances 
include the Songlines Encounters 
Festival, World Village Festival, 
IGNITE series at the Royal Albert 
Hall, and recently on the BBC’s 
World on 3 Sessions. 

Their second album Via Maris 
featuring a blend of original and 
traditional material was released on 
2016 to great critical acclaim.   “ 
“An ensemble that works really well together, 
and their dynamism makes not just a great 
and ambitious exploration of  Mediterranean 
musical culture, but also a thoroughly 
enjoyable listen...” Songlines 
www.melangecollective.com/video

SHELDON VILLAGE HALL  
FRI 13TH APRIL 7 FOR 7.30PM
07999 538 408 7F

SMEATHARPE STADIUM,   
NR HONITON  
FRI 22ND JUNE 7.30PM
01404 384050 7SF

VENUE TBC  
SAT 23RD JUNE TBC
01209 312500   



16

DAVID MYNNE     
Great Expectations   
Deft, daft, delightful... and definitely Dickens! Christmas Eve, 1803. 
Pip, a seven year-old orphan boy, visits his mother’s grave.  A 
frightening encounter with an escaped convict begins a series of 
events that will change his life forever. Written by one of England’s 
greatest authors, Charles Dickens, Great Expectations is the profound 
and complex story of Pip’s journey through life. Some of his most 
memorable characters – the terrifying Magwitch; Joe Gargery, the kind 
and generous blacksmith; the eccentric Miss Havisham; the cold and 
beautiful Estella; Mr Jaggers the 
pompous lawyer and Pip’s wise 
friend, Herbert Pocket – are vividly 
brought to life in this anarchic and 
joyful telling of this glorious tale. 

Using Dickens’ original text 
(well, mostly!) David Mynne takes 
you on a journey that brings you 
a ‘cast of thousands’ in a skilful, 
one-man adaptation of this epic 
story. Be prepared to be scared 
and amazed and cry and laugh 
...a lot!  David Mynne is a founder 
member of Cornwall’s legendary Kneehigh Theatre.
www.rabbittheatre.com

COSGRAVE AND BANKS   
Folk Music   
Mike Cosgrave and Steve Banks have 
pooled their considerable musical talents and 
experience to form an exciting folk/acoustic 
duo. Mike has worked with artists as diverse 
as the late “Celtic Soul” singer Jackie Leven 
and current star of the English scene Jackie 
Oates, singer-songwriters Jenny Crook and 
Reg Meuross, and renowned late 90s Celtic/
World music crossover band Sin é. Steve 
started out as a violinist with the likes of 
the London Symphony Orchestra, but then moved to folk with the 
Carnival Band, including their ever-popular Christmas tours with folk 
legend Maddy Prior. He went on to form his own band, Blue Jewel, 
which had a strong Devon following.  
Both are gifted multi-instrumentalists and writers. Their programme is 
a smorgasbord of beautiful music, traditional and contemporary, from 
Britain and Europe, and includes songs that capture episodes in the 
amazing history of South Devon. Their debut CD, Warp & Weft, was 
released to critical acclaim in 2016. 
“Two terrifically talented musicians bringing unexpected gems for our delight. 
Soulful and fun.” Maddy Prior 
www.cosgraveandbanks.com

STARCROSS, ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
(INDEP) 
FRI 23RD MARCH 7.00PM
01626 890957 7S

SCORITON VILLAGE HALL (INDEP)
SAT 24TH MARCH 8.00PM
01364 631288 7SFE

CREDITON ARTS CENTRE (INDEP)
FRI 9TH MARCH 7.30PM
01363 773260 7SFE
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CITY OF LIGHT THEATRE 
Out of the Ashes 
Based on the novel by award-winning writer Sir Michael Morpurgo, 
Becky Morely begins her diary on New Years Day 2001. Little does 
she realise just how much that year would change her life. Out of the 
Ashes is the story of Becky’s experience on her family farm in Devon, 
during the outbreak of foot and mouth disease across the UK. 

We experience Becky’s memories of the outbreak as she wrote 
them in her diary. The story features the birth of her first lamb, Little 
Josh, her glorious rides with Ruby the horse, and the gradual spread 
of the disease from hundreds of miles away to right outside her door. 
Becky’s diary comes alive on stage using heartfelt storytelling, family 
bonds and beautiful staging to document the spread of foot and 
mouth to the Morely’s farm. 

The performance takes you through the joys of living in the South 
West’s rural countryside and the momentous effect foot and mouth 
disease had on British farming. 
www.cityoflighttheatre.co.uk

BUCKERELL, DOUG’S SHED
THURS 10TH MAY 7.30PM
01404 850124 7SF
CREDITON ARTS CENTRE 
FRI 11TH MAY                       7.30PM 
01363 773260 7SF

SCORITON VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 12TH MAY 7.00PM
01364 631288 7SFE
LYMPSTONE VILLAGE HALL 
SUN 13TH MAY 3.30 FOR 4.00PM
01395 272243 7SF

CORNWOOD VILLAGE HALL 
FRI 18TH MAY 7.30PM
01752 837657 7SFE
ILSINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 26TH MAY 7.30PM
01364 661128 7SF
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Date Venue  Name Postcode Company Name Show Title Contact Start Time
26/01/18 Clayhidon Village Hall EX15 3PL Neil Maya Quartet The Brubeck Project 01823 681047 7.30pm

02/02/18 Starcross St Paul’s Church (INDEP) EX6 8PA Phil Beer Acoustic Roots 01626 890957 7.00pm

04/02/18 Kenn Centre, Kennford (INDEP) EX6 7TZ Angel Heart Theatre Snow White: The return of the Little Things 01392 833583 3.00pm

08/02/18 Sheldon Village Hall EX14 4QU The Devil’s Violin Stolen 07999 538 408 7 for 7.30pm

09/02/18 Shute, St Michael’s Church EX13 7QW Neil Maya Quartet The Brubeck Project 01404 831675 7.00pm

10/02/18 Colyford Memorial Hall EX24 6PW The Devil’s Violin Stolen 01297 553710 7.30pm

17/02/18 Sticklepath Village Hall EX20 2NW Little Soldier Productions Journey to the Impossible 07854 062407 6.45 for 7.30pm

24/02/18 Talaton Parish Hall (INDEP) EX5 2RG Alison Neil The Fossil Lady of Lyme 01404 833084 7 for 7.30pm

24/02/18 Crediton Arts Centre (INDEP) EX17 3AX Angel Heart Theatre Snow White: The Return of the Little Things 01363 773260 3.00pm

24/02/18 Yeoford Community Hall (INDEP) EX17 5HY Circus Berzerkus Komedy of Errors 01363 84501 6.00pm

28/02/18 Mary Tavy Coronation Hall (INDEP) PL19 9PA Neil Maya Quartet The Brubeck Project 01822 810408 7.30pm

22/03/18 Whitestone Parish Hall (INDEP) EX4 2JS Budapest Café Orchestra World Music 01392 256563  7.30pm

04/03/18 Buckland in the Moor Community Hall (INDEP) TQ13 7HP Neil Maya Quartet The Brubeck Project 01364 653525 7.00pm

09/03/18 Sheldon Village Hall (INDEP) EX14 4QU Lily Neill Celtic Harpist 07999 538408 7 for 7.30pm

09/03/18 Crediton Arts Centre (INDEP) EX17 3AX David Mynne Great Expectations 01363 773260 7.30pm

17/03/18 Talaton Parish Hall (INDEP) EX5 2RG Claude Bourbon Acoustic Guitar 07979 876211 7 for 7.30pm

18/03/18 Bigbury Memorial Hall (INDEP) TQ7 4HQ Claude Bourbon Acoustic Guitar 01548 810373 7.30pm

23/03/18 Starcross St Paul’s Church (INDEP) EX6 8PA Cosgrave and Banks Folk Music 01626 890957 7.00pm

24/03/18 Lapford Victory Hall (INDEP) EX17 6PZ Angel Heart Theatre Snow White: The return of the Little Things 07512 139778 6.30pm

24/03/18 Scoriton Village Hall (INDEP) TQ11 0JB Cosgrave and Banks Folk Music 01364 631288 8.00pm

06/04/18 Sheepstor Village Hall PL20 6PF Adam Bulley and Chas Mackenzie Guitar Duo 01822 853186 7.30pm

07/04/18 Lustleigh Village Hall TQ13 9TA Angel Heart Theatre Snow White: The return of the Little Things 01647 277498 3.00pm

07/04/18 Awliscombe Village Hall EX14 3PJ Crystal Zillwood Spirals/House of Strays 01404 45145 7.00pm

13/04/18 Sheldon Village Hall  EX14 4QU Melange A Mediterranean Journey 07999 538408 7 for 7.30pm

13/04/18 Clyst Hydon Village Hall (INDEP) EX15 2ND Opera Dudes Licenced to Trill 01884 277819 7.30pm
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Date Venue  Name Postcode Company Name Show Title Contact Start Time
13/04/18 Axminster Guildhall EX13 5NX Theatre Alibi The Boy who Climbed into the Moon 07930 800225 3.00pm

13/04/18 Talaton Parish Hall EX5 2RG Crystal Zillwood Spirals/House of Strays 07979 876211 7 for 7.30pm

14/04/18 Clayhidon Village Hall (INDEP) EX15 3PL Opera Dudes Licenced to Trill 01823 681047 7.30pm

14/04/18 South Zeal Victory Hall EX20 2JL Theatre Alibi The Boy who Climbed into the Moon 01837 840829 3.00pm

15/04/18 Combeinteignhead Village Hall TQ12 4RG Scary Little Girls The Full Bronte 01626 872266 7.30pm

21/04/18 Buckland in the Moor Community Hall TQ13 7HP DLM Folk Music 01364 653525 7.30pm

26/04/18 The Beehive, Honiton EX14 1LZ James Wilton Dance Leviathan 01404 384050 7.30pm

29/04/18 Cheriton Fitzpaine Parish Hall EX17 4JW James Wilton Dance Leviathan 01363 866279 6 for 6.30pm

29/04/18 Lympstone Village Hall (INDEP) EX8 5JY Budapest Café Orchestra World Music 01395 272243 7 for 7.30pm

10/05/18 Buckerell, Doug’s Shed EX14 3ER City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01404 850124 7.30pm

11/05/18 Crediton Arts Centre EX17 3AX City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01363 773260 7.30pm

12/05/18 Scoriton Village Hall TQ11 0JB City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01364 631288 7.00pm

12/05/18 Rattery Village Hall TQ10 9LD Panta Rei Danseteater Promise of Departure 01364 643741 7.30pm

13/05/18 Lympstone Village Hall EX8 5JY City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01395 272243 3.30 for 4pm

18/05/18 Cornwood Village Hall PL21 9QA City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01752 837657 7.30pm

19/05/18 Clyst Hydon Village Hall (INDEP) EX15 2ND Mambo Jambo Acoustic Roots 01884 277819 7.30pm

26/05/18 Ilsington Village Hall TQ13 9RG City of Light Theatre Out of the Ashes 01364 661128  7.30pm

02/06/18 Cheriton Fitzpaine, St Matthew’s Church (INDEP) EX17 4JB Clive Carroll One Thousand Years of Music 01363 866082 6.45 for 7.30pm

22/06/18 Smeatharpe Stadium EX14 9RF Miracle Theatre The Cherry Orchard 01404 384050   tbc

23/06/18 Venue tbc tbc Miracle Theatre The Cherry Orchard 01209 312500 tbc
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Villages in Action
c/o Carn to Cove
Krowji
West Park
Redruth
TR15 3AJ
(01209) 312500

www.villagesinaction.co.uk

 @VillagesIAction
 @villagesinactiond

Grateful thanks to our patrons
Mike Bull 
Matt Harvey
Sir Michael Morpurgo obe
Sir Richard Stilgoe obe
Luke Treadaway 

Villages in Action is a Registered Charity No. 1086138
Designed by Visit Dartmoor Design 01837 659224


